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Recipients of 2006 Alumni Awards Announced
Oct-19-2006
The Eastern Illinois University Alumni Association is pleased to announce the 2006 recipients of its annual alumni awards. In
conjunction with this weekend's Homecoming activities, these alumni will be honored on Saturday during a dinner held in recognition
of their accomplishments.
“We are quite proud of these individuals and how they have represented their alma mater in their respective professions,” said Steve
Rich, executive director of the Alumni Association. “While it was through their own hard work and determination that these individuals
were able to excel, we would certainly like to commend the outstanding faculty and staff on our campus who contributed to the
development and education of these alumni.”
Established in 1973, the Distinguished Alumni Award is the most prestigious award which is bestowed by the Alumni Association. This
award is presented to individuals who have distinguished themselves in either academic or literary fields, business, public service and/or
service to the university and who, through their accomplishments and service, have brought prestige to their alma mater.
Past recipients have included an Illinois governor, Oscar-nominated actors, an NFL head coach, a nuclear physicist, CEOs, educators at
all levels and many others.
This year's Distinguished Alumni Award recipients are as follows:
Gregg Altobella ’88, ’89 (communication disorders and sciences) is the senior administrative director of
orthopedic services for Cardinal Health System in Muncie, Ind., as well as the chief operations officer for
the affiliate organization Midwest HealthStrategies, a provider of physical rehabilitation therapy services.
In his role, he is responsible for approximately $70 million in revenue annually and more than 500
employees.
He regularly presents his work and strategic planning/leadership models to executives in the industry
throughout the country, and currently serves as the president of the National Association of Rehabilitation
Providers and Agencies (NARA). Based in Washington, D.C., and Florida, NARA represents physical
rehabilitation therapy providers across the nation, encompassing more than 10,000 professionals within the
industry while working with legislators and related associations on pertinent industry issues and trends.
For 14 years of his almost 17-year career, Altobella has functioned in management and leadership roles for
publicly held organizations within the industry, as well as founded and served as president and chief
executive officer for a private corporation that delivered rehabilitation therapy services to 70 health care
providers in three states. He has also served on the advisory boards of six healthcare agencies. He entered
the industry as a speech-language pathologist upon graduation from EIU.
Brigadier General Joseph Balskus ’76, ’77 (communication disorders and sciences) currently serves as
commander of the Florida Air National Guard. His F-15 fighter wing and nine other units in Florida serve
in missions supporting homeland defense and the global war on terrorism.
Balskus joined the Air Force in 1979, graduating from officer training school as a second lieutenant with
the honor of distinguished graduate. He was assigned as an air weapons controller, serving tours in Korea
and Saudi Arabia, before being assigned as an associate professor of aerospace studies at The Citadel,
Military College of South Carolina. He joined the Florida Air National Guard in 1990, and held several
positions at the 125th Fighter Wing and state headquarters before being named chief of staff in 2001 and
commander in 2004. His Senate confirmation to brigadier general was June 23, 2003.
Prior to returning to full-time military duty in 2001, he was the owner and chief executive officer of
BalWink Enterprises, one of the largest home-health nursing agencies in North Florida, and was
recognized by inclusion in Who’s Who of American Chief Executive Officers. He earned both his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Eastern in speech pathology and audiology.

